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Remarkable  Trial 

OF 

Jean  Maxwell, 

THE 

Galloway  Sorceress  ; 

Which  took  place  at  Kirkcudbright  on 
the  Twenty-eighth  day  of  June  lall, 

1805; 

For  Pretending  to  Exercise 

WITCHCRAFT,  SORCERY,  INCHANT - 
MENT,  and  CONJURATION,  Ss V. 

And  ; '  at  difliWd  by  Magic  flights 
Shall  raife  fuch  artificial  Jfirighfs, 

As  by  the  Jlrtngth  of  their  illtifon 
Shall  draw  him  on  to  his  confuflon. 

MACBETH'. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHT: 

FEINTED  BY  ALEXANDER  GORDON. 

1805. 


P  R  1  F  A  C  E 


4/f  AGl  C,  the  fcience  and  dc&rine  of 
the  perfian  philofophers,  was  originally 
innocent,  laudable,  and  fublime  ;  fignifying  the 
fludy  of  wifdom,  and  the  knowledge  of  cel  eft  i- 
al  bodies.  But  when  the  Magi  came  to  intereft 
themfelves  in  chimeras  of  aftrology,  divination, 
forcery,  &c.  the  word  magic  in  time  became  o- 
dious,  and  was  only  ufed  to  fignify  an  unlawful 
and  diabolical  kind  of  art,  depending  on  the  pre¬ 
tended  abidance  of  the  devil  and  departed  fouls*. 
This  degenerated  magic,  there  is  every  reafoa 
to  believe,  had  its  origin  in  Egypt :  at  lead  the 
firft  magicians  mentioned  in  hiftory  were  Egyp¬ 
tians  ;  and  that  people  fo  famed  for  early  wif¬ 
dom  believed  not  only  in  the  exi dance  of  dae¬ 
mons  but  alfo,  that  different  orders  of  thefe 
fpirits  prefided  over  the  affairs  and  perfons  of 
men.  Hence  this  deceitful  fcience  fpread,  and 
in  its  progrefs  became  the  medium  of  religious 
and  political  as  well  as  pecuniary  frauds  ;  prac-. 
tised  in  all  its  parts,  from  the  rod  of  Pharoah' s 
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magician ,  to  the  pin -/tuck  packet  of  /can  Max¬ 
well.  But  the  revival  of  learning,  and  the  fuc- 
><efs  with  which  the  laws  of  nature  have  been 
^nvedigated,  have  long  ago  baniflied  from  the 
enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  the  mod  impor¬ 
tant  of  thefe  ancient  nnpofitions.  No  longer 
the  recourfe  of  the  mighty  Monarch,  nor  the 
practice  of  the  myilerious  Monk,  the  vagabond 
pauper  alone  remains  the  unrivaled  profeffcr  of 
the  myftic  arcanum. 

It  is  faid  that,  “none  but  perfons  grofsly  illi¬ 
terate  pay  the  lead  regard  to  magical  charms.” 
It  would  appear,  however,  that  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  certain  pafiions,  the  human  mind,  in 
whatever  is  connected  with  thefe  padions,  may 
become  the  viftim  of  the  grofsed  delufion.  To 
this  caufe,  and  not  to  the  oil  of  the  impodor, 
may  be  aferihed  the  infatuation  of  Jean  David, 
fon.  That  Rich  ^extraordinary  fimplicity  may 
lead  to  the  word  confequences,  this  Trial  is  a 
prominent  proof :  the  printer  of  which  allures 
4he  reader,  that  his  principal  reafons  for  putting 
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it  to  the  prefs  are,  to  fhew  to  the  Simple  a  rcaF 
inflance  of  the  dangerous  extent  of  mifchief 
their  credulity  may  bring  upon  them  ;  to  warn 
the  love-firuck  maid  as  well  as  the  childlefs  hus¬ 
band  of  the  folly  of  feeking  afiiftance  from  a 
miferable  juggler  ;  and  to  make  even  the  mofl 
ignorant  among  us  exclaim  in  the  language 
of  Shakfpere,  “  Out  of  my  door,  you  witch  1 
“  you  hag,  you  baggage,  poulcat,  runaway  !  out,.. 
“  out,  I’ll  conjure  you,  I’ll  fortuneteU  you. 

Kirkcudbright,  7 
ijth  Dec .  1805.  y 


INDICTMENT. 


YEAN  MAXWELL,  prefent  prifoner  in  the 
Toibooth  of  Kirkcudbright,  you  are  lndided 
at  the  inftance  of  Robert  Gordon,  writer  in  Kirk¬ 
cudbright,  Procurator  Fifcal  of  the  Steward  court 
of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  for  his  Majef- 
ty’s  intereff  ;  that  albeit  by  the  Ad  of  Parlia-. 
rnent  palled  in  the  ninth  year  of  theReign  of  King 
George  the  Second,  Cap.  5th,  entituled  “An 
Ad  to  repeal  the  Statute  made  in  the  fir  It  year 
of  the  Reign  of  James' the  fird,  intituled,  an  ad 
againfl  Con  juration,  Witchcraft,  and  dealing  wifh 
Evil  and  Witched  Spirits  ;  except  fo  much  there¬ 
of  as  repeals  an  ad  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  againfl  Conjurations,  In- 
chantments,  and  Witchcraft.”  Audto  repeal  an 
Ad  patTed  in  ihe  Parliament  of  Scotland  in  the 
ninth  Parliament  of  Queen  Mary, intituled  anentis . 
Witchcraft ;  and  for  punifhing  fuch  perfons  as 
pretend  to  exercife  or  ufe  any  kind 'of  Witch¬ 
craft,  Sorcery,  Inchantment,  or  Conjuration.” 
It  is  enaded,  “  That  if  any  perfon  fhall  from  and 
after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  next,  pretend' 
to  exercise  or  ufe  any  kind  of  Witchcraft,  Sor- 
cery%  Inchantment,  or  Conjuration,  or  Undertake 
to  tell  Fortunes ,  or  pretend  from  his  or  her  skill 
or  knowledge  in  ocultor  crafty  fcience,to  difeover 
where  or  in  what  manner  any  goods  orv  chattels 
fuppofed  to  have  been  loft,  may  be  found  ;  every 
perfon  fo  offending,  being  thereof  lawfully  con- 
vided  on  Indidment  conformation,  in  that  pari 
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©f  Great  Britain  called  England  ;  or  on  Indift— 
rnent  or  Libel,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  caL 
led  Scotland,  fhall  for  every  fuch  offence  fuffer 
Imprisonment  for  the  fpace  of  one  whole  year 
without  Bail  or  Mainprizc  ;  and  once  in  every 
Quarter  of  the  faid  year,  in  fome  Market  Town 
of  the  proper  County,  upon  the  market  day  there;, 
(land  openly  on  the  Pillory  for  the  fpace  of  One 
hour  ;  and  aifo  fhal-l,  (if  the  Court  by  which  fuch 
Judgement  fhall  be  given  think  fit.)  be  obliged 
to  give  furety  for  his  or  her  good  behaviour,  in 
fuch  fum,  and  for  fuch  time  as  the  faid  Court 
fhall  judge  proper,  according  to  the  circumflances 
of  the  offence  ;  and  in  fuch  cafe  fhall  be  further 
imprifoned  until  fuch  fureties  be  given.”  Not. 
withffanding  of  the  faid  Act  of  Parliament,  you, 
the  faid  Jean  Maxwell,  are  Guilty,  Adtor,  Art 
and  Part  of  pretending  to  exercife  Witchcraft , . 
Sorcery ,  In  chant  went,  and  Confer  at  ten;  and  of 
Undertaking  to  Tell  Fortunes ,  &c.  &c.  (in  the 
manner  particularly  mentioned  in  the  Depofition 
of  Jean  Davidfon  hereto  annexed.)  In  fo  far  as 
you  the  faid  Jean  Maxwell,  did,  upon  thurfday 
the  twenty -Seventh;,  friclay  the  twenty-eighth, and 
faturday  the  twenty-ninth  day's  of  December  laff, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  four, 
and  upon  tuefdaythe  fil’d:  and  tuefday  the  eighth 
days  of  January  lad:,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  or  upon  fome  one  or 
other  of  the  days  or  nights  of  thefe  moifths,  or  of 
the  month  of  November  immediately  preceding, 
orof  the  month  of  February  immediately  follow, 
ing,  at  Little  Cocklick  in  the  parifh  of  TJrr  and 


Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  pretend  to  Tell  For¬ 
tunes  by  TeaCups  and  the  grounds  of  Tea  ;  and 
did  tell  toJeanDavidfon,fervant  toFrancis  Scott, 
farmer  in  Little  Cocklick  aforefaid,  that  she 
would  foon  bear  a  Raftard  to  a  certain  young 
man,  Hugh  Rader  ton;  which  you  faid  you  could 
prevent  by  certain  means.  And  you  the  faid 
Jean  Maxwell,  caufed  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon  to 
rub,  or  anoint  her  forehead  and  other  parts  of 
her  head  with  a  liquid  contained  in  a  bottle 
produced  by  you,  which  fo much  intoxicated  and 
clifordered  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon, that  she  would 
have  done  any  thing  that  you  the  faid  Jean  Max¬ 
well  had  asked  her  to  do  :  and  you  the  faid  Jean 
Maxwell  availing  yourfelf  of  the  fituation  that 
file  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon  was  in,  declared  to  her 
that  the  Devil  would  fpeedily  appear  and  tear  her 
in  pieces;  unlefs  die  obeyed  you,  the  faid  Jean 
Maxwell,  in  every  particular.  And  you  the  faid 
Jean  Maxwell,  caufed  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon  take 
oaths  of  Secrefy  for  the  purpofe  of  concealing 
your  wicked  and  felonious  purpofes.  That  on  the 
faid  twenty-feventh  day  of  December  laft,  you, 
the  faid  Jean ’Maxwell,  caufed  the  faid  Jean  Da¬ 
vidfon  produce  a  Guinea  Note,  which  you  pre¬ 
tended  to  fold  up  in  a  fmall  bit  of  paper,  putting 
round  it  fome  lint,  and  ditching  in  it  nine  pins  ; 
after  wh]oh,  you  gave  it  to  the  faid  Jean  David¬ 
fon,  and  ordered  her  to  caft  it  into  the  fire  ;  which 
file  did  accordingly.  And  you  the  faid  Jean  Max¬ 
well,  then  ordered  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon  to  bring 
one  of  her  fliifts  and  three  fhillings  with  it,  which 
you  fewed  up  in  the  tail  of  the  fliift  and  faid  that, 
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the  fhift  was  to  be  confumed  in  the  fire,  as  an  Of¬ 
fering  to  the  Devil,  who  was  to  appear  at  the  time 
of  the  burning  of  the  Ihift,  in  the  fhape  of  either 
a  Bull  or  a  Swine  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  you, 
the  laid  Jean  Maxwell,  gave  to  the  faid  Jean 
Davidlbn  a  powder  fewed  up  in  a  piece  of  fine 
linen  and  '{luck  through  with  nine  pins,  which  you 
inj bined  her  to  wear  at  her  breaft  till  the  day  of 
her  death,  and  tell  no  mortal  of  it.  That  on  the 
faid  twenty-eighth  day  of  December  laft,  you  the 
faid  Jean  Maxwell,  told  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon, 
that  the  Devil  had  rejetted  two  fixpences  of  the 
mcv&y- formerly  fent  him  iikthe  tail  of  the  Ihift; 
that  he  infilled  in  lieu  of  the  fixpences  to  have  two 
Shillings  with  heads  on  them ;  and  that  he  was  up 
and  llirring,  and  mull  be  fatisfied  ;  and  the  faid 
Jean  Davidfon  having  furnifhed  the  {hillings, -you. 
the  faid  Jean  Maxwell,  after  ftamping  on  the 
ground  twice  or  thrice  with  your  foot,  pretended 
to  hand  them  to  Satan,  as  if  he  had  Hood  behind 
you.  That  on  the  faid  twenty-ninth  day  of  De¬ 
cember  laft,  you  the  faid  Jean  Maxwell,  declared 
to  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon  that,  the  Devil  was  ftill 
up,  and  that  he  muft  have  a  man’s  ihirt  of  plain 
linen,  and  in  it  a  fhoiilder  of  Mutton ;  and  the 
faid  Jean  Davidfon,  terrified  by  your  threats,  gave 
you  a  check  fhirt  of  the  faid  Francis  Scott’s,  her 
mailer,  together  with  a  fhoulder  of  mutton  alfo 
his  property  tied  up  in  the  fhirt ;  and  you  the  faid 
Jean  Maxwell,  tied  up  thefe  articles  ill  your  own 
budget ;  and  then  telling  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon. 
that,  all  this  was  infulficient  to  lay  the  Devil,  you 
a  Iked  her  for  half  a  crown  more ;  and  the  faid  Jean 
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David  ion  in  cohfufion  and  fright  gave  you  a  Dol¬ 
lar,  which  youfaid  would  do  as  well,  and  that  at 
any  rate  it  mu  ft  not  be  taken  back  being  once  of- 
,  fered  ;  and  then  you  the  laid  Jean  Maxwell,  went 
to  the  back  of  the  byre  at  Little  Cockllck  afore- 
faid,  and  returned  and  told  the  faid  Jean  Bavidfon, 
that  you  had  laid  the  Devil  fo  that  he  could  not 
come  nearer  her  than  the  back  of  the  byre,  but 
cautioned  her  firongly  not  to  travel  that  way, nor 
farther  after  it  was  dark.  That  on  the  faid  ftrft- 
day  of  January  laft,  you  the  faid  Jean  Maxwell 
returned  to  Little'  Cockllck  aforefaid,  and  told 
the  faid  Jean  Davidion,  that  Hugh  Rafferto#*  was 
to  be  with  her  on  the  thurfday  enfuing,  very  love- 
ingly,  and  ready  to*  marry  her,  or  do  whatever 
fhe  fhbuid  alk  of  him :  and  moreover,  you  the  faid 
Jean  Maxwell  declared  that,  if  the  faid  Jean  Da- 
vidfon  ufed  Hugh  RafFerton  harflily,  and  refufed 
to  marry  him,  Hugh  Rafferton  would  lofe  his  rea- 
Jon  and  go  hark  mad  at  the  end  of  eight  weeks  ; 
that  in  the  meantime  however  you  rauft  have  an¬ 
other  Guinea  Note  for  the  Devil,  with  a  faced 
11  ill  ling  in  it ;  and  the  money  was  fund  hied  by  the 
fa  id  Jean  Davklfon  ;  when  you  the  faid  Jean  Max¬ 
well  clipped,  or  pretended  to  cut  the  Note  in  fmall 
pieces  with  Minors,  pretending  that  in  this  man¬ 
ner  it  was  to  be  prefen  Led  to  the  Devil  alon  gft 
with  the  faced  {hilling.  That  foon  after  this,  you 
the  faid  Jean  Maxwell,  told  the  faid  Jean  David- 
fon  that  fhe  firft  Note  was  not  accepted, ‘and  that 
you  rauft  have  an  Old  and  very  Tattered  Note, 
and  three  Shillings  more;  which  having  been  fuf- 
iiiihed  by  the  faid  jean  Davidion,  you  the  faid 
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from  n  fmall  bottle,  and- then  fhe  plucked  fome  hairs 
out  of  the  deponent’s  head  and  put  them  into  a  fmall 
box  hie  had  with  her,  and  then  fhe  asked  the  deponent 
for  fome  white  money,  and  the  deponent  gr.ve  her  three 
fh tilings  in  fiver.  That  the  pannel  faid  one  of  the 
{hillings'  mull:  be  a  faced  one,  and  the  deponent  provid¬ 
ed  a  faced  {hilling  accordingly,  arid  gave  it  her  as  one 
of  tiie  three.  That  the  pannel  took  out  of  the  box  three 
powders  which  fhe  had  prcvioufly  prepared  in  three 
different  papers,  and  fhe  lifted  a  part  of  each  of  thefe 
powders  with  the  faced  fhil  ing,  and  after  having  put 
them  together,  and  fewed  them  up  in  a  rrg  of  fine  lin¬ 
en,  and  (tuck  them  with  nine  pins,  fhe  gave  the  parcel 
to  the  deponent,  directing  her  to  wear  it  in  her  bofom 
for  nine  days,  and  to  change  the  puis  from  or.e  end  to 
the  other  at  eleven  o’clock  before  noon  regularly  every 
day  j  and  the  deponent  agreed  to  do  fo,  and  actually  did 
fo.  That  immediately  after  this,  the  pannel  ordered 
the  deponent  to  bring  one  of  her  fliifts  half  worn,  and 
the  deponent  having  brought  it,  the  pannel  cut  nine 
holes  in  the  tail  of  the  fhift,  and  put  the  pieces  cut  out 
into  her  pocket ;  and  then  the  pannel  fewed  the  three 
{hillings  the  deponent  had  given  her,  up  in  the  shift,  and 
rowed  the  (hillings  and  the  fhift  up  in  a  napkin  :  and 
an  apron  alio  furnifhed  by  the  deponent  at  her  defire. — . 
That  the  pannel  then  told  the  deponent  that,  fhe  mult 
purchaie  as  much  wheat  ilraw  as  would  fluff  the  bun¬ 
dle  in  the  fbapeof  a  woman,  and  go  out  at  twelve  o’clock 
of  the  night  of  the  faturday  immediately  following,  and 
burn  them  in  the  devil’s  name  at  the  lee  fide  of  the  farm 
heading  at  Little  Cocklick,  when  the  divel  would  ap¬ 
pear,  either  in  the  fhape  of  a  Swine  or  a  Bull,  and  that 
if  the  deponent  flood  it,  it  was  well,  but  if  fhe  fainted, 
or  fell,  the  devil  would  tear  her  in  pieces  5  but  the  de¬ 
ponent  told  her  that  fhe  dared  not  do  fo.  That  previ¬ 
ous  to  this,  and  in  the  fame  evening,  the  pannel  had 
fworn  the  deponent  to  Secerfy,  the  import  of  which 
Oath  was,  that  if  the  depgnent  revealed  the  ptmnei’s 
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fecrets,  fhe  was  never  to  enter  heavens  gates,*  or  fee  her 
Maker’s  face  in  mercy.  That  the  pannelalfo  told  the 
deponent,  how  a  young  woman  had  by  her  means  loft 
her  Reafon  for  not  obeying  the  panneFs  orders  ;  and  the 
pannel  cautioned  thedeponent  to  be  aCtive  in  doing  what 
fhe  defired  her,  otnerwife  fhe  would  get  into  the  fame 
fituation  :  that  this  Caution  was  given  after  the  deponent 
had  told  the  pannel  that  fhe  dared  not  burn  the  parcel 
in  the  fhape  of  a  woman  in  the  devil’s  name,  as  before 
deponed  to.  That  the  pannel  having  heard  the  depo¬ 
nent  read  part  of  a  neWs-paper  in  the  fore  night,  fhe  told 
her  that  fhe  need  not  be  afraid  as  fhe  was  a  fcholar,  but 
that  if  fne  really  durfl  not  burn  the  bundle,  fhe,  the 
pannel,  would  carry  it  with  her  and  burn  it  on  the  fa- 
turday  night,  at  her  convenience,  and  provide  the  llraw 
her felf  for  fluffing  it.  That  then  the  deponent,  by  the 
pannel’s  order,  brought  her  a  Guinea  Note,  which  the 
pannel  faid  fhe  would  not  keep  a  Minute,  and  alfo  fome 
Tint  ready  for  the  heckling.  That  the  pannel  caufed 
the  deponent  fold  up  the  Guinea  Note  in  a  compact 
manner,  and  then  ihe  took  it  from  the  deponent,  and 
immediately  thereafter,  the  pannel  wrapt  the  Lint  round 
fomething,  which  fhe  pretended  was  the  Guinea  Note, 
and  having  fewed  it  together,  and  ftuck  it  with  n  ne  pins 
gave  it  to  the  deponent,  who  by  the  pannel’s  order  threw 
it  into  the  Fire.  That  at  this  time  the  deponent  verily 
believed  every  thing  that  the  pannel  faid  to  her,  and 
that  the  Guinea  Note  was  contained  in  ther  parcel  which 
by  the  pannel’s  directions  fhe  had  thrown  into  the  Fire. 
That  the  deponent  afked  the  pannel  if  fhe  meant  to  take 
the  Guinea  Note  out  of  the  fire,  and  the  pannel  ordered 
her  to  hold  her  peace,  and  faid  that  every  thing  fhe  had 
got  from  the  deponent  fhould  be  returned  to  her  at  the 
end  of  Nine  days.  That  the  deponent  faw  the  parcel, 
thrown  into  the  fire  as  aforefaid,  and  which  (he  then  be¬ 
lieved  to  contain  the  Guinea  Note,  burn  in  the  fire,  and 
fhe  believed  that  it  was  confumed  ;  and  notwithfland- 
ing  of  this,  flte  alfo'  believe^  that  it  would  be  given  back 


to  her  at  the  end  of  Nine  days  as  the  pannel  had  allured 
her.  That  the  pannel  after  all  this  went  to  bed  and 
dept,  but  ihe  ordered  the  deponent  to  fit  up  till  one  or 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  told  her  that  if  fhe  did 
not  do  fo,  the  Devil  M  ould  tear  her  in  pieces;  becaule 
ihe  had  raifed  the  Devil  by  her  (kill  in  the  Oxford  Art 
and  he  would  not  be  la  d.  That  the  pannel  and  the 
deponent  flept  in  feperate  beds  in  the  kitchen,  and  no 
perfon  was  in  that  apartment  with  them  except  a  little 
boy,  the  pannel’s  fon.  That  the  deponent  continued 
to  fit  up  in  great  fear  and  anxiety  after  the  pannel  went 
to  bed,  but  fear  prevented  her  from  fleeping.  That  at 
this  time  no  perfon  was  in  the  houfe,  except  the  pan- 
liel,  her  fon,  the  deponent,  and  her  mailer  and  miftrefs, 
who  flept  in  a  clofet  up  flairs  adjoining  to  the  room  im¬ 
mediately  above  the  kitchen:  but  her  mailer  and  miftrefs, 
altho’  fleeping  in  that  clofet,  were  within  cry  of  the 
kitchen.  That  the  pannel  remained  at  Little  Cocklick 
all  the  next  day,  which  was  friday;  and  after  the  de¬ 
ponent  got  out  of  bed  on  the  friday  morning,  the  pan¬ 
nel  told  her  what  a  ftruggle  fhe  had  had  with  Satan  to 
to  prevent  him  from  tearing  the  deponent  in  pieces  af¬ 
ter  Ihe  was  in  bed,  and  how  the  pannel  herfelf  had  been 
alarmed,  and  even  fweated  for  fear,  and  how  her  little 
dog  had  alfo  been  frighted,  and  crept  under  the  back 
fide  of  her  bed.  That  on  the  friday  night  after  the  de¬ 
ponent’s  mailer  and  miftrefs  were  in  bed,  a  kitchen  ta¬ 
ble  placed  next  to  the  bed  occupied  by  the  pannel 
having  mode  a  noife  as  if  moved,  the  pannel  faid  that 
it  was  the  Devil  who  made  the  noiie,  and  that  he  had 
thrown  Feats  at  her.  That  the  deponent  believed  that 
it  was  the  Devil  who  had  made  the  noife  :  that  at  the 
fame  time  the  pannel  was  not  in  bed.  but  her  fon  was  ; 
and  the  kitchen  table  was  placed  fo  near  the  bed,  that 
any  perfon. in  the  bed,  might  have  moved  it :  that  there 
was  also  a  light  in  the  kitchen ;  and  altho,  tire  deponent 
faw  no  peats  thrown,  yet  Ihe  believed  that  th^y  had  been 
throw  n,  becaufe  the  pannel  told  her  fo.  Depones  that 


we  of  three  {hillings  which  the  deponent  gave  tO'tKe  ! 
pannel  as  already  deponed  to,  confided  of  two  fixpences*, 
and  after  the  noife  happened  in  the  kitchen  on  the  fri- 
day  night,  the  pannel  laid  that,  the  Devil  was  offended 
by  the  two  fix-pences,  and  that  he  infilled  to  have  two 
faced  fhillings,  which  the  deponent  immediately  pro¬ 
cured  and  delivered  to  the  pannel,  who  again  anointed 
the  deponent’s  head  with  the  liquid  taken  from  the  bot¬ 
tle  *,  and  then  {lamping  on  the  floor  three  times  with 
her  fe$t,  the  pannel  held  out  the  two  {hillings  in  her 
hand  behind  her,  as  if  offering  them  to  the  Devil,  who 
{he  faid  was  there  and  received  them  r  that  this  alfo  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  kitchen  whiiff  both  a  fire  and  candie  were 
burning;  and  the  deponent  believed  that  the  Devil  was 
actually  in  the  kitchen  and  had  received  the  (billing^. 

-  Th?*t  the  pannel  then  went  to.  bed,  but  ordered  the  de¬ 
ponent  to  fit  up  till  miff-night,  otherv/ife  Satan  would 
tear  her  in  pieces,  and  the  deponent  did  fo,  and  did  not 
go  to  bed  until  fhe  afked  the  pannel’s  permifhon  ;  and 
after  flie  was  in  bed  fhe  flept  little  or  none,  becaufe  of 
the  fright  fhe  was  in.  That  when  the  deponent  got  out 
of  bed  on  the  faturday  morning,  the  pannel  again  told 
her  how  fire  had  had  another  great  flruggle  with  Satan 
to  fave  her.  Thar  the  deponent  told  the  pannel  that  fhe  j 
durfl  not  remain  in  the  houfe,  and  the  pannel  defired 
her  to  bring  a  Half-crown  piece,  and  that  fhe  would 
lay  the  devil,  fo  that  he  fhould  not  come  near  her,  upon 
which  the  deponent  went  for  the  half-crown,  but  inftead 
‘of  it,  brought  a  Dollar,  which  she  delivered  to  the  pan- 
nel,  obferving  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  not  half-a- 
crown,  and  the  pannel  replied  never  mind,  it  will  do  as 
well,  and  that,  fince  it  has  been  offered,  it  may  not  be 
taken  back.  That  the  pannel  then  went  out,  and  after 
fome  little  time  returned  and  told  the  deponent  that, 
she  had  laid  the  Devil  zt  the  back  of  the  Byre,  and  that 
she  might  go  any  where,  except  there,  but  that  she  muff 
not  go  there  after  it  was  dark.  That  the  pannel  then 
ordered  the  deponent  to  bring  n  plain  shirt  of  her  Maf- 
tejlt  and  with  it  . a  Shoulder  of  Muttony  ami  Jbe 


f  deponent-  brought  her  a  check  1  Irt  belonging  to  her 
I  Mailer,  and  a  Shoulder  of  Mutton  alio  her  Mattel's 
property,  which  die  pannel  put  into  her  bundle; and  the 
deponent  believed  that  Satan  was  to  get  them  alfo.-r* 
,  fl'hat  the  pannel  then  left  Little  Co cjklick,  and  took  with 
f  her  the  bundle  that  was  to.be  burnt,  as  allb  the  shoul¬ 
der  of  mutton  in  the  check  shirt ;  and  she  laid  that  she 
was  goingtoa  cot-houfe  in  the  parish  of  Irongvay,  where 
she  was  to  remain  until  the  rnonday  morning.  That 
when  the  deponent  fat  up  by  the  pannel’s  orders,  she 
!  allowed  her  to  read,  and  the  deponent  in  confequence 
of  the  permiflion  read  her  Bible  and  took  it  with  her  to 
bed.  That  the  deponent  fpent  the  Sunday  by  perform- 
ingher  ordinary  avocations  in  the  bett  way  she  could, and 
fometimes  reading,  her  Bible.  That  the  pannel  returned 
to  Little  Cocklick  on  the  evening  of  tuefday  after  it  was 
dark,  and  brought -with  her  the  deponent’s  fitter,  who 
having  taken  the  deponent  out  of  the  houfe  to  fpeakto 
the  pannel,  the  pannel  then  told  her  that  Satan  had 
troubled  her  vc:r  much  fnce  she  had,  left  Little  Cocklick, 
and  that  she  had  got  no  rett  for  him,becauie  the  Guinea 
Note  which  the  deponent  had  given  formerly,  being -a 
new  one,  would  not  be  accepted  ;  that  the  shoulder  of 
mutton  would  not  be  accepted,  becaufe  it  was  broken, 
and  not  intire;  that  the  deponent  was  to  get  from  her 
fitter  the  key  of  the  door  of  her  Lather’s  houfe,  and  to 
defire  her  fitter  to  remain  at  Little  Cocklick  until  the 
deponent  should  return  to  her  ;  and  then  the  pannel  di¬ 
rected  the  deponent  to  bring  with  her  another  Guinea 
Note  with  a  white  shilling  wrapped  in  the  middle  of  it, 
and  a  pair  of  Sciffors  to  cut  the, Note  and  the  shilling  in 
fmall  pieces  ;  and  the  pannel  at  the  fame  time  defired 
the  deponent  to  bring  an  old  tattered  Note  to  be  burnt 
in  lieu  of  the  new  Guinea  Note  formerly  burnt  but  not 
accepted  of.  That  the  deponent  in  confequence  gave 
the  pannel  a  Guinea  Note  with  a  shilling  in  it  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  pair  of  feifibrs;  and  she  does  not  know 
what  the  pannel  made  ©f  them  becaufe  it  was  dafk.~r» 
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That  the  deponent  having  no  more  Notes,  mentioned 
her  fituation  to  the  pannel,  who  peremptorily  infilled 
on  having  the  other  Note, and  told  her  she  mull  borrow 
it;  and  the  pannel -accompanied  the  deponent  to  the 
houfe  of  Jenney  Clark,  near  Kirkgunzeon  Kirk,  from 
whom  the  deponent  borrowed  a  Pound  Note  and  two 
Shillings  in  fiiver,  which  she  delivered  to  the  pannel  ; 
and  then  the  pannel  and  the  /deponent  went  into  the  de- 
-  ponent’s  father’s  houfe,  but  the  deponent’s  father  was 
not  atJaome,  and  her  filler  was  remaining  all  the  while 
at  little  Cocklick.  On  recollection  depones  that  the 
pannel  faid  that  she  would  not,  nor  durfl  not  receive 
the  money  borrowed  from  Jenny  Clark,  until  they  got 
into  the  deponent’s  father’s  houfe,  where  the  pannel 
caufed  the  deponent  tofoldup  the  Note  as  she  had  done 
in  a  former  inflance,  which  the  deponent  did  and  hanc|- 
ed  it  to  her.  That  the  deponent  alfo  at  defire  of  the 
pannel  produced  fome  Lint,  which  the  Pannel  wrapt  a- 
bout  the  Note  ;  and  there  being  no  needle  and  thread 
about  the  houfe,  the  pannel  after  flicking  the  parcel 
with  nine  pins  gave  it  to  the  deponent,  and  ordered  her 
to  throw  it  into  the  fire  in  the  Devil’s  name,  as  before, 
and  the  deponent  accordingly  did  fo.  That  the  pannel 
then  again  rubbed  the  deponent’s  head  with  the  liquid 
from  the  bottle,  and  caufed  the  deponent  deliver  to  her 
the  two  shillings  borrowed  from  Jenny  Clark,  together 
with  another  shilling  that  the  deponent  had  in  her  poc¬ 
ket  ;  and  the  pannel  handed  thefe  three  shillings  behind 
her,  that  Satan  might  receive  them,  as  he  had  received 
the  money  formerly  offered.  Depones  that  she  did  not 
tell  Jenny  Clark,  nor  did  Jenny  inquire  the  reafon  why 
she  borrowed  the  Pound  Note  and  the  two  shillings. 
That  she  was  abfent  frbm  her  mailer’s  houfe  all  that 
night,  andjwhen  she  returned  next  morning,  her  mailer 
inquired  where  she  had  been,  when  she  told  him  that 
she  had  been  upon  bufinefs  which  she  was  bound  to  con¬ 
ceal,  and  he  aficed  her' no  farther  queflions.  Depones 
that,  after  she  had  given  the  pannel  the  Pound  Note 
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and  the  three  (hillings  in  her  father’s  houfe  as  before  mentioned, 
the  pannel  told  her  that  all  would  be  well,  that  the  Devil  would 
trouble  her  no  more;  and  that  on  the  Ninth  night  from  the 
pannel’s  firft  feeing  the  deponent,  Hugh  Uafltrton  was  to  come 
to  her  for  the  purpofe  of  marrying  her  ;  and  that  if  the  depo¬ 
nent  refu fed  to  many  him,  he  would  go  (lark  mad  in  the  courfe 
of  eight  weeks  :  and  the  pannel  moreover  faid  that  the  money 
she  had  lad  received,  together  with  what  (lie  had  received  for¬ 
merly  would  all  be  replaced  in  the  deponent’s  Chefc,  on  the 
Tenth  morning.  That  the  deponent  parted  from  the  pannel  at 
the  deponent’s  fathers  houfe  on  the  we'dnefday  morning,  and 
(he  did  not  fee  the  pannel  again  until  the  night  of  the  tuefd’ay 
following,  when  the  pannel  returned  to  Little  Cocklick,  having 
alongft  with-  her  the  deponent’s  fitter,  wheveameinto  the  heufe 
and  defired'ifce  deponent  to  go  out  and  fpcak  to  the  pannel. 
That  the  deponent  accordingly  went  out,  when  the  panne!  told 
her  that  all  was  again  gone  wrong;  that  Satan  was  again  up  and 
ftirring,  and  was  too  (Long  for  her;  ard  that  fire  had 'biren  ap¬ 
plying  to  John  M*  George,  an  Oxford  Scholar,  commonly  cal¬ 
led  the  Devil- RaTer  of  Urr,  for  a  fn  fiance;  ant!  the  pannel  (hew¬ 
ed  a  mark  upon  hur  arm,  which  fhe  fvd  was  the  mark  of  Sa¬ 
tan’s  claws  ;  and  (he  alio  (hewed  the  check  Apron  got  fr.om  the 
deponent,  which  was  rent,  and  which  the  pannel  faid  nad  been 
torn  by  the  Devil.  Depones  that  the  pannel  then  demanded 
Two  Notes  more,  and  Three  pieces  of  fit  ih. meat,  one  of  them 
to  be  Pork,  to  be  wrapped  lip  in  the  apron  ;  and  fhe  alfo  de¬ 
manded  the  deponent’s  duffle  Cloak;  but  the  deponent  by  this 
time  having  begun  to  fufpect  that  the  pannel  was  importing  up- 
her.  took  out  her  Cloak  and  the  -pieces  of  meat  to  amnfe  the 
pannel,  until  the  deponent's  matter- and  n  ifl  refs  returned  from 
the  farm  houfe  of  Clafhen warren,  lcareely  half  a  mile-off;  that 
on  the  friday  preceding,  the  deponent  had  fold  her  matter  ard 
mitt  rtfs  what  had  patted  betwixt  her  and  the  pannel ;  and  (1  e 
mentioned  all  the  circumftances  to  them,  except  the  having 
taken  o/ie  of  her  matter’s  (hirts  w  hich  fhe  wa  s  afnoraed  to  men* 
tkn.  That  when  her  matter  came  home  from  Clafkenwarren, 
he  caufed  the  pannel  to  betaken  into  cuttody,  and  detained  her 
until  a  Con  (table  was  lent  for,  who  came  and  carried  h  r  before 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Muirhead  of  Logan,  one  of  his  Me  jetty’s  Juftices 
of  the  peace  Being  interrogated  by  the  Procurator  for  the  pan¬ 
nel,  depones  that,  fhe  and  Francis  Scott  her  matter,  were  de¬ 
tained  in  Dumfries  late  on  wednefday  before new-years-day  'aft 
on  account  of  a  young  man  named  Hijgh  Rafferton,  who  had 
formerly  been  a  fervant  at  Little  Cocklick,  and  who  confequeiit- 
ly  was  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  Francis  Scot  as  well  as  of 
the  deponent.  That  the  pannel  when  telling  her  that  her  for¬ 
tune  would  be  bad,  after  catting  the  cup  at  Little  Cocklick,  ex- 
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that  the  deponent  \f.is  fo  bear  a  child  to  Hugh  RaHerton,  but 
did  not  mention  when, nor  could  the  devil  have  told  her  fo,  be- 
caufe  Hugh  RafFet  ton  and  the  deponent  had  never  faultedfor  it. 
That  it  was  to  prevent  the  bad  fortune  with  Hugh  Raffertoc 
lpoken  of  by  the  pannel,that  fhe  followed  the  orders  of  the  pan-  | 
nel  in  the  manner  before  deponed  to.  That  the  deponent  had 
no  reafon  to  fear,  neither  did  fhe ‘fear  that  fhe  was  to  have  a 
thild  to  Hugh- Raiferton,  but  file  did  not  know  what  might 
come  afterward.  That  fhe  cannot  tell  whether  the  rubbing  her 
head  with  the  liquid  had  the  effect  of  ftupifving  her,  but  fhe 
certainly  was  very  much  difeompofed,  otherwife  fhe  would  net 
have  done  what  fhe  did.  That  Hie  is  twenty-five  years  of  age.  . 
That  fhe  has  been  brohghttip  iiitheChri Ilian  Religion,  and  has  re-  ; 
gularly  attended  Church  ordinances.  That  the  faid  Francis  Scot 
was  prefent,  at  leafl.  coming  and  going,  when  fhe  was  examin¬ 
ed  in  the  precognition  taken  by  Dr.  Muirhead  ;  and  John  M‘ 
Lean,  Con  fable  at  Ilaugh  ofUrr,  was  prefent  idfo.  Being  again 
'interrogated  for  the  purfuer,  depones  that  fhe  got  back  no  part 
of  the  money  or  the  cloaths  or  other  articles  given  by  herto  the 
pannel,  except  the  check  Apron  which  the  pannel  faid  had  been 
torn  in  pieces  by  the  devil ;  and  the  duffle  Cloak  and  the  three 
pieces  of  meat  which  the  pannel  demanded  and  received  on  the 
day  that  fhe  was  taken  into  cuftodv.  That  a!tho>  no  illicit  con¬ 
nection  had  taken  place  betwixt  Hugh  Raiferton  and  the  de¬ 
ponent,  yet  they  had  been  in  terms  of  Courtfhip  together  for 
fometime.  Being  again  interrogated  for  tlie  pannel,  depones 
that  flie  did  not  upon  either' of  the  two  occafions  when  her  af¬ 
ter  came  to  her  at  Little  Cockiick,  mention  to  her  filter  what 
was  going  on  betwixt  her  and  the  pannel ;  and.  all  this  is  truth 
as  fhe  fliall  anfwer  to  God.  (‘Signed)  Jean  Davidfon. 

■  The  faid  Francis  Scott  being  folemnly  fworn,  depones  that 
Jean  Davidfon  the  preceding  witnefs,  was  his  fervant  at  Littlb 
Cockiick,  in  the  months  of  December  and  January  laft,  and  is 
fo  ftill.  Tnat  on  nionday  before  the  pannel  was  apprehended, 
the  faid  Jean  Davidfon  having  told  the  deponent’s  wife,  who 
told  him  what  had  taken  place  betwixt  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon 
and  the  pannel,  he,  the  deponent,  afked  the  faid  Jean  Davidfon 
if  flie  had  got  that  unlucky  affair  over,  and  Jean  Davidfon  an¬ 
fwer  ed  that  fhe  had.  That  the  deponent  replied,  he  doubted 
that  the  pannel  would  return  for  the  purpofe  of  extorting  more 
money  from  her,  and  he  defired  Jean  Davidfon  to  let  him  know 
when  the  pannel  did  return,  that  he  might  get  her  apprehended 
and  committed  to  prifon.  That  next  day  the  deponent  and  his 
wife  were  at  Claihenwarren,  when  his  fervant  man  came  and 
informed  him  that  Jean  Davidfon  had  fent  to  delire  him  to  come 
home,  becaufe  the  pannel  was  again  come  to  the  houfe;  and  the 
deponent  immediately  went  home,  and  feat  his  fervant  man  for 


John  M‘ Lean,  Corftable.  That  when  the  "deponent  Arrived -at 
Little  Cocklick,  he  found  the  pannel  fitting  at  the  hack  of  one  of 
the  offices.  That  the  deponent  charged  the  pannel  with  having 
been  guilty  of  improper  practices,  andthreatened  to  have  her  fent 
to  prifon ;  but  the  pannel  denied  every  thing, and  faid  fhe  was  not 
affirm'd  of  the  prifon,  becaufe  fhe  had  done  nothing  fhe  had  to  be 
afhamed  of.  That  Jean  Davidfon  al’fo  charged  the  pannel  in  the 
deponent’s  prefence,  with  having  returned  for  the  purpofe  of  ex-, 
torting  two  more  "Notes  from  her,  befides  the  cloak  and  three 
pieces  of  meat ;  and  the  pannel  did  not  deny  the- charge  made a- 
againft  her,  nor  did  fhe  alledge  that  the  duffle  cloak,  then  on  her 
back, “was her  own  property.  That  the  cloak  and  the  three  pieces, 
offiefh  meat  were  taken  from  the  p.snnel ;  and  the  deponent 
-knew  the  cloak  to  be  the  property  of  Jean  Davidfon.  That  the 
j  three  pieces  of  flefh  meat  above  mentioned,  were  not  taken  upon 
the  perfon  of  the  pannel,  but  upon  her  Son,  a  boy  apparently  a- 
'  bout  eight  ornine  years  of  age.  And  being  interrogated,  whether, 
for  feveral  days  previous  to  theapprehenfion  of  the. pannel,  he 
obferved  any  thing  par  icular  in  the  manner  or  behaviour  of  his 
iervant  Jean  Davidfon  l  depones  that  for  feveral  day  s  before  the 
pannel  was  apprehended,  Jean  Davidfon  appt  ared  to  him  to  be 
-  in  a  very  confuted  ftate and  fhe  was  incapable  of  ^performing 
her  work  as  ufual.  Depones  that  it  con  tiffs  with  his  knowledge, 
that  the  pannel  came  to  his  houfe  in  the  evening  of  the  Wednes¬ 
day  that  he  and  Jean  Davidfon  came  late  from  Dumfries,  and 
ff  e  remained  there  till  fatlirday ;  apd  previous  to  that,  the  pan¬ 
nel  had  been  two  night3  in  tile  deponent’s  houfe,  cn  oneof  which 
rights,  Jean  Davidfon  was  abfent  at  the  Salt  water.  That  dur¬ 
ing  thepannel’s  ftayfrom  wednefday  to  faturday  in  his  houfe, 
fhe  aflifted  to  mend  Sacks,  and  the  boy,  her  ton,  afiiffcd  to  win-* 
now  Corn.  Being  examined  for  the  pannel,  Depones  that  altfcb’ 
he  obferved  Jean  Davidfon  to  be  in  a  disordered  Rate,  h.e  did 
not  fufpect  any  thing  improper  betwixt  the  pannel  and  her,  un¬ 
til  be  was  told  what  had  taken  place  on 'the  monday  as  already 
mentioned.  And  all  this  is  truth,  &  c. 

(Signed)  Francis  Scott. 

COMPEARED  the  Rev.  Debtor  James  Muirhf.ad,  who 
being  folemrily  fworn,  Depones  tliat  the  pannel,  Jean  Maxwell, 
was  Judicially  examined  before  him;  and  the  Declaration  now 
in  Court  fubferibed  bv  him,  and  marked  by  the  Pannel,  bee  i  fc 
fhe  declared  fhe  could  not  write,  was  Freely  and  Voluntarily 
omitted  by  the  Pannel. 

(Signed).  James  Muirhead, 

George  Blair  confirms  tkc  -Depofition  of  the  Reverend  Doc* 
tor  Muirhead. 
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The  Procurator Fifcal  concluded  his  Proof,  and  the  Steward 
Depute  remitted  the  Caufeto  the  verdict  of  the  Atfize. 

The  Perfons  that  pafled  upon  the  Affi ze  of  the  faid  Jean 
Maxwell*  returned  their  VerdiCt  to  the  Court ;  and  the  tenor 
thereof  is  as  follows. 

At  KIRKCUDBRIGHT,  the  Sift  bay -6f  June,  >805,  the 
■Afiize  being  enclofed,  did  make  choice  of  Alexander  Melville 
of  Barwhar  to  be  their  Chancellor,  and  William  Mure,  FaCtor 
for  the  Earl  of  Selkirk,  to  be  their  Clerk  ;  and  having  confides* 
ed  the  Indictment  railed  at  the  inftance  of  Robert  Gordon,  • 
Writer  in  Kirkcudbright,  'Procurator  Fifcal  of  Court  for  His 
Majdty’s  Intertft,  agaimt.  Jean  Maxwell,  preient  prifoner  in 
the  Tolbooi  hr  of  Kirkcudbright,  the  Pannel,  with  the  Interloc¬ 
utor  of  the  Steward  Depute  of  the  Stewart  ry  of  Kirkcudbright 
thereon , and  the  whole  Proof  adduced,  they  Unanimoully  Find 
4he  faid  Jean  Maxwell  Guilty  of  the  Crimes  charged  againft 
kcrin  the  faid  indictment,  In  Teftimony •  whereof,  Slc. 


(Signed) 


Alexr.  Melville,  Chancellor. 
Will.  Mure,  Clerk. 


Court  adjourned  for  a  Week. 

Kirkcudbright,  28th  June,  1805, 

The  Steward  Depute  having  coutidered  the  VerdiCt  of  the 
AiTi/.e  bearing  date  the  2lft  Day  of  June  current,  and  return¬ 
ed  into  Court  tf}at  Day  againft  Jean  Maxwell,  the  Pannel, 
wherebv  lhe  is  found  Guiltv  of  pretending  to  excrcife  WITCH¬ 
CRAFT,  SORCERY,  IXCHANTMENT,  and  CONJURA¬ 
TION,  and  of  undertaking  to  tell  Fortunes,  contrary  to  the 
Enactments  and  P-rovilidns  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  paffed  in 
the  9th  year  of  the  Reign  of  King  G  eorge  the  Second,  Chapter 
fifth,  in  the  manner  charged  againft  her  in  the  Indictment,  at 
inftance  of  the  Procurator  Fifcal  of  Court ;  the  Steward  Depute, 
in  refpeCt  of  theiaid  VerdiCt,  Decerns  and  Adjudges  the  laid 
Jean  Maxwell  to  be  carried  back  from  the  Bar  to  the  T olbooth 
of  Kirkcudbright,  and  to  be  Imprifoned  therein  for  the  fpaee 
One  Whole  Year,  without  Bail  or  Mainprize  p and  Once  n 
every  Quarter  of  the  faid  year,  to  ftand  openly  upon  a  Market 
ciay  in  the  Jugs  or  Pillory,  at  the  Market  Crofs  of  the  Burgh 
of  Kirkcudbright,  for  the  fpace  of  one  Hour,  &c. 

(Signed)  Alexr.  Goioos. 

Q  7  4  —  END. 
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